Our annual round up of domestic cars
which were unavailable for testing during

the past several months.
By Herb L. Adams

Bath the Chewy Monza
and the Muslang [l can
| be considered second
genaraiion sub-com-
pactz. In 1971 Chewroled
introduced fhe Vega and Ford intro-
duced the Finto. The Monza and tha
hMustang 1| are derived Irom hese wo
ploneers of American automobile histo-
ry. The Monza and the Muslang 1 are
as difterent &3 Chewrolel and Ford, but
aside fram e detlad vanialons i s re-
markable how really similar the two
cars are. Their role in each of the
manulaciurer’s total car offerings
seems 1o be ienfical, It appesars thal
these gars are intanded tor thoss
Amesicans who wanl, or need, a small
cer but do not wish to endure the
hardships and discomioet of & cheap
cer. For years Detroit has neglected
this segment of the population because
thay ware hung-up thinking thal small
cars had 10 be cheap cars, Forungte-
by, the European influence and custom-
ar buying trand:s have persuaded De-
froit to kook past their noses and see
e real world. The results of this an-
lighienment are some very desirable
automobiles. The Monza 2+ 2 and
Town Coupe) and the Mustang Il {Ghia
and Mach 1) are the types of cars thal
eribsists, as well a5 consumers, will
find wery appealing.

Qur Monza Town Coupe was

aquipped with the optional 350 v-B en-
gine {Califormia) and auiomalic frans-
mizsion. This power team helps o
franslerm 1he basic Vega package,
used on the Monza esries of cars, into
& guiel, responsive auiomobile, Al-
though it uses many Vega componants,
the Monza Town Coupe has new Bady
piaces which not only change its exter-
I0F appearance Dul more imporantly
improve its inlerior space utilizatian
angd ingrease he lesling Of spacious-
ness. The interior decor is testeful, but
alzo modern end stylish. The averall ef.
fecl is sporty and pleasant. It feale
much bigoger Insige than a Vega, bul
the rear seat & =6 only good for oo-
cassional use. The front seals are
comiortable and compared o a Vepga
they are ouistanding. Apparenily there
is mare insulation used on the Monza
cars bacauss tere is a merked reduc-
fien inonoise level, Even the overall ve-
hicle structure feele more solid than a
Vega, @0 fhe exird braces required for
tha V-8B engina have an added benefit
ol producing & mare pleazan] ride, The
fezling when driving the Monza Town
Coupe i that it's a big car. It has simi-
lar envirgnmental impressions, ride,
and emooth power just like masl of {be
larger American automobites. Much of
this big car feel, in a small package,
can be atribuled fo the V-8 enagine.
Amaricans, including myseall, have
begn spdiled and ey are accustomed
o V-8 power, Chevrolel has done an
axcellent job of adepting the small
bBlack V-2 o the Wega chassis, but
there are some design compromises
that could nol be sohed Our Monza
Town Coupe weighed 450 pounds
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ore than the Vega wagon we tested
wncurrently. Almost all of this added
zight is on the ront wiheels.

sighis

nungs) Front Bear Todal
ma 1480 1310 2740
anza 1892 1348 3240

e V-5 engine weighs aboul 300
wnds mors tham the Vegs four-cytin-
s s the extra 150 pounds Gan be
tributed te the intreased structural
mmponents required to relisbly Sup-
Wl dh heavies enging, Chevrodet en-
neara heve compensgied for this
ided weeighl in most cases whare the
ivar might notice i, but the braking
srformance shows thatl it is some-
nes impossible to fool mother nature.

Vegs Manza
-0 Slopping ;

stances(ies!) 109 1339

We know thal increased weight' re-
ces fusl economy, =0 here again we
A5l recognize the penally of using a
;avier angine. (Motor Tread, April,
T3

Tha Maonza s the “Car of the Year”
d our Town Coupe version supports
15 rating. Wi can't halp wonder, how-
er, how good a car it would be if it
:d & lightweight sluminur V-8 engine
sich would give zll of the sdvantages
a W-B without the weight penalty
v aseoclated with the existing casl
n enging. With a lighier engins,
wwer sleering would nol be a5 neces:
ry, 50 there wowld be an additional
zight zavinge end, Genearal Moalors
-bid, a prica sawng.

Thee performance -level of our Town
Coupe Monze (0-B0 in 11 seconds)
was nod as good as the Monza 24 2
we tesied in the June Esue because il
had air condiioning and an automatic
transmission. By current standards,
howewer, the performance was excel-
lant. Thae angine is tuned to develop
maxinum Rorsepower al lbw speeds so
there iz plenty of power potenilal avail-
abhe 10 those whoe want ta hop it up.
The only complainte wa had regarding
the engine in Monza was some degree
of fan neise and a fairly high numernicel
sxle rafic. Sixty mph cruise iz af 2400
rpm. With the weight of the car and
ihe displacement of the engine, squal
perormance and betler feel economy
would be reslized If & lower numearical
ralio went used an the car,

Crwerell the Monze Town Coupe is a
wery desitabde car. 0 rides nice, han-
di=s well, is= smooth and powertul, qui-
el and atfractive. Its siyling will remind
zome of a Mustang Il bui that, | guess,
ig a-rater of opinion.

Far thie arlicle we tested = tolal of
twree Mustang 1l wehicles in ordar fo
develop a more general appracietion of
e tofal car and its warations, In brigf
the cars tesied ware:

MODEL ENGIMNE TRANSMISSION A-O

GHIA V-H AUTO YES
MACHI wv-B ALITO MO
MACH 1 V-6 hARLAL MO

Like the Chewy Monza, the Musiang
Il is & second gengralion small car in
that it has followed the Pinto in Ford's
ling of sub-compacl cars, Ford was
firet fo recognize that people would

buy a small car, and pay mara for It i
it was more then just basic fransparia-
tion. Thers iz nothing Basic about the
Mustang Il line of cars. They are qual-
ity buill, atiractive and wvery desirzble,
Ul the thmree cars we fested, {he V-8
Mach 1 would be owr ¢hoice bacause
il was a mo-nonsense, exciting and
comicrtable car. The Ghia bad air con-
dilkaning, a sun roof, and other luxury
goodies but I was jusi & litke {oo closs
to & boudoir for us to maintain our,
ahem, male image. For some il might
be pust the ficked, although | esriously
doubl that Ghie designed it The Mach
1 wilh V-G engine and standard trans-
mission was also a pleazani wehicls,
but the sdded power and comenience
ol a V-8 with automatic is hard 1o beat
for everyday use.

Ag owwz might expect, all three of the
Musieng lls were identical in many re-
specis. Al B0 mph, on the freeway,
they all dewelop a zewere vibration
which shakes the seals and the steer-
ing whesl. This condiion is.known 1o
Loz Angeles residenis as '‘freeway
hop™ and we were a litlle surprised
that Ford had mot tuned e chassis to
minimize the’ condilian

Wiih 1he optional handling package
1he Musteng |5 display good handling
characieristice. Aide does nol seem o
suffer and there is slill plenty of under-
sleer fo keap novice drivers oul of
troubde

Mher common characlenislics of the
Musiang He are tha sealing position,
which iz comfortable in fromt and
cramped in back. The sisering wheel
sils prefty far back but itz posilion is
low for a sporiy fael providing youw
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don’t have stomach musclas thal inter-
tere. The rear seal folds down o &x-
pand the frunk 2rea end e congole
makes a comiodable arm rast. These
feajures and the interior materials cho-
gen for ihe upholEiery Bnd carpeing
show ingt Ford is awars of Do impor-
tant creafure comlars are In e ype
ol car. One of our favoride oplions 1S
the Moon Roof. Uniortunately, in one
ol pur test cars it vibrated trom the
wind at aboul 40 mph. The noise fe-
sermbled a mator boal which you know
can't be lollowing you, aven down
Lunset Boulevard, where jusi aboul
anylhing can and does happen.

Ford engines have a reputation o
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their excellence and both the V-6 and
the V-8 we tested did nothing to
change this imags As you might ex-
pect, the V-8 engine completely tlis
the engine companment and it is even
heawvier on the front whesis 1han the
Monza “-B, That smoolh power is
worth the weight however, since it has
0-60 fimes three ssconds fasled (han
the lightar ¥-6. The Ford V-5 used
dual exhausis with dual cafalii Con-
wertars which lends st more 10 per-
jormance modificetions than General
Motore single sysbem.

Fard's Musteng | (hopefully, i will
be called simply “'Mustang' in the fu-
ture} Is an excellent all arcand car. It

i srmall &nd In une with our sconomic
and energy conditions, yel it olfers
comioriabde and styiish tranzporation
at a reasonable price. There are
enowgh wersions ihat anyone shoukd be
able ba find & car with the right person-
ality, o future sales should increagse.

How ihe Monza compares fo the
Mustang can be summarized in one
ward; closely. They are distincthy differ-
ent cars yet they are wery similar in
masl respects. Closenees of competi-
tion ie usually an indication of & nigh
calibre of efford and our road test com-
parizon prosed this 10 be fres We ane
pleased io see Detroit finally offer
gome good s=mall cars il




